Fat hedgehogs, slower or richer?
Hedgehog (Hh) is a protein ligand that is involved in early developmental patterning. The activity of Hh is controlled by cleavage events and various posttranslational modifications, including the addition of cholesterol and palmitic acid. Van den Heuvel describes how acylation of Hh affects the activity of the protein and explores the differences in activity between the vertebrate sonic hedgehog (Shh) and Drosophila Hh.